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Concord.=- Clear still ana mild but scarce warm enough at noon 
to soften the surface of the snow on the flinty ground. 

With Ceorge Carroll took the I0.1I6 A.M. train to West Bedford 
and crossed the river on the ice to my cabin where I cooked anda 
ate dinner. Two Chickadees gnd a Blue Jay came about the house 
and I heard the Pine Grosbeaks piping in the distance and saw 
three Crows fly over. The river was alive with men and boys 
skating during the forenoon. 

After dinner I put up some "no shooting" signg along the 
borders of the meadow to the westward and others in the old 
woods on the Davis land near Bensen'ts, In these woocs I saw a 
large Grey Squirrel and a Blue Jay. 

As we were returning past Bensen's house my attention was ee 
attracted by a large, ragged_looking grayish object in the top Owl. 
of an isolated elm which stands in the meadow on the edge of the 
Davis swamp- about 60 yards from the road. Ait first glance I 
took it for a paper Wasp's nest but before I could extract my 
field glasses from my pocket and bring them to bear it moved 
Slightly and I saw that it was a Barred Owl. Its head was bent 
forward and its gaze fixed on the ground beneath, Evidently it 
was on the wateh for mice although the sun was more than an hour 
high (it was about 3P.M.) and the light reflected from the snow 
(which covered most of the meadow) bright if not actually dazzl- 
ing to human eyes. Peter, who came from the house to speak with 


us, told me that the Owl had been flying about over the meadow, 


Is9g2. Mass. 


Dee.29. Comcord.- alighting on humps of frozen earth, and had settled inBarred 
(NO.2) the elm only a few minutes before we emerged from the woods. I owl, 
now climbed over the wall and advanced slowly down the slope to- 
ward the elm, At first the Owl did not seem to notice me but 
when I came to some snow and my foot-steps produced a slight 
crunching sound the bird instantly turned its head towards me 
and half opened its wings. I stopped and we stared at each 
other for a minute or more, the Owl without blinking, his eyes 
appearing perfectly round and black, his beak of a bright green- 
ish yellow, his plumage everywhere of a faded or grayish brown 
with profuse and very conspicuous whitish bars and spots. When 
he turned to face me a twig penetrated the plumage of his back 
and springing upward raised a buneh of the scapulars considera- 
bly above the surrounding feathers giving him a ludicrously 
ragged appearance. Indeed there was nothing firm nor graceful 
in either his pose or outline, The facial disc, as with most 
Owls, was very conspicuous. 

After a little I tried to creep nearer but at the very first 
step the bird spread his broad wings and flapping them quickly 
and continuously ten or a dozen times just after leaving his 
perch gained sufficient impetus to glide a hundred yards or more 
further before alighting again. His course, during this flight, 
was at first directly towards the woods but on entering them he 
turned to the right and, sealing only a few feet above the 


ground, passed through a belt of densely growing maples and 


is92, Mass. 
Bee.29 Concord.- coming out into an opening beyond pitched sharply up- Barred 
(NO.3) ward and alighted on an isolated tree. We traced him easily Owl. 
enough during the entire flight for we stood well above him and 
the ground in the swamp was covered with snow over which he glid- 
ed slowly like a great shadow. I have never before seen a Barred 
Owl abroad and hunting at midday in this latitude although such 
an experience is not uncommon in the South. This bird was quite 
as alert as a Hawk. He flew from the elm when I was fully 50 
yards away. I did not follow him into the swamp. I afterwards 
learnea that Mr. Bensen saw this Owl in the same place nearly 


every day up to Feb,I-'95, 


We recrosseda the river a little before sunset and took the 


4.16 P.M. train for home. 
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